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ON HOPE. 
The christian hope is a_firm expectation 
of the future good, which God has proimis- 
ed. ‘the promise is the ground of hope : 


| ise will be fulfilled, only as it respects US, 
| individually ; but it isa firm expectation 
| that all the good, which the promise com- 

| prehends shall be accomplished and bro’t 


hope, 1s the expectation that the promise | into effect ; that all nations and families 


will be fulfilled. 


and kindreds of the earth, shall, spiriéuciy 


Ifthere were no promise of good, in fu-| and savingly, be blessed in Chrisi, aecor- 


ture ; we could have no ground of hope.— 


Our own wisdom, goodness or justice are | 


not a foundation sufficient for our hope. 
Every virtue, in us, being very imper- 

fect ; could at the most, lead only to an: 

imperfect happiness. This being the case, 


we must, on the footing of our own virtue 3; tionably, acceptable to the Deity. 


be hopeless as to complete felicity. 
But the promise of him who cannot lie 


; 
which promise is absolute, not contingent ; , 


| ding to the promise. 


If the promise be oe | as extensive as 
has appeared, itis suitable, no doubt, that 
the expectation ofits accomplishment,should 
be equally extensive. 


| Such an expectation or hope is, unques- 


The 
Lord takes pleasure in them, that fear him, 
'and those, that hope in his mercy. he 
mercy of the Lord exists with respect to 








which is, likewise, connected with infinite | all people ; 3; as proved by the universal 
love and almighty power; isa sufficient } promise to all mankind ; therefore he , who 
foundation for the hope of all to whom the : hopes for this event and has an expectation 
promise is made; and the nature of the in its accomplishment ; acts in accordance 
promise points out ‘the complete felicity, for | with his duty, for God taketh pleasure in 








which we are to hope. 
Thus God’s promise is the foundation of 
hope. 


those, that hope in his mercy. 
Hope, like faith, must work by love.— 
If we have this hope, we -hould purify our- 


But how extensive isthe promise as a selves unto unfeigned love of mankind : it 


ground of hope? The promise of God, as: 


' Should excite our gratitude and sincere o- 


to eternal salvation, is as extensive as all. bedience. 


the nations, all the families and all the kin- 
dred ‘of the earth. 

In Christ the seed, God has promised, | 
that all of them shall be blessed, not as de- 
pending on conditions,but absolutely ; they | 
shall be blessed. 


This was the ground of Abraham’s faith | 
and hope. A belief in this, is the right- | 


eousness of faith ; an hope’ in this, is rep- 
resented as an anchor, of the soul beth sure 
and steadfast. 


Abraham believed this extensive prom- | 


ise, and it was accounted to him for rizht- 
eousness : and he had a firm expectation 


of this promised guod ; and, therefore ;— } hope and despair ; 


| that blessed hope, &c. 


The hope of Israel is the Messiah, Acts 


i xxviii. 20. For the hope of Israel, I am 


bound with this chain. Hope is taken for 
that eternal salvation, which is the object 
or end of hope. Titus ii. 13. Looking for 
The Lord is call- 
ed the hope of his people, Jerem. xiv. 8. 
All men are subjected in hope ; all men 
are prisoners of hope ; and God is the con- 


| fidence, hope or expectation of all the ends 


of the earth, and of them that are afar off 
upon the sea. 

Hope is man’s support in this afflicted 
state, and as there is no medium between 
the consequence is un- 


against hope believed in hope ; that he | questionable, that all men have hope in a de- 


might be the father of many naiions, ac- 
cording to that which was spoken : so shall 
thy seed be. Rom. iv. 18. 

Thus we see the extensiveness of the 
promise, as a ground of hope. 

Hope isa firm expectation, that the 
promise will be fulfilled. 

JTope isnot an expectation thatthe prom- 


gree, 
When weare told that the expectation or 
hope of the wicked or of the hypocrite 
shall perish ; when the wicked say that 
they shall have peace, though they con- 
tinue in sin 3 their expectation or hope of 
theirs will be cut off; it wil! perish: the 





reason is, their hope is not attended with 
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virtue. He, who has a genuine hope puri- 
fies himself even as he is pure. 


Hope, then, being a firm expectation of 


the promised good, will yield us consolation 
in proportion as it excites our obedi nee.— 
If faith, hope and charity be the essential 
eraces - and if charify be considered as the 
greatest $ yet hope, being the offspring, or 
inseparable companion of charity im this 
life. is as evscntial to our enjoyment hereas 
charity or tuith. But charity is greater than 
either faith or hope, as to duration, ior faith 
will be absorbed i vision and hope in frui- 
tion, but charity will endiessly remain. 
k.piror. 
Hosanna, or rather Hosana. 
ifosana is an Hebrew word, which signi- 
fies, save, I beseech you. It it 
blessing 3 or wishing one well. Phus at 
our Saviour’s entrance into Jerusalem, the 
people evicd, Hosanna to the Son of David; 
their meaning was, Lord, preserve this Son 
of David, this king, heap favers and bless- 
ines on him. Matt. xxi. 9.15, Mark xi. 9, 
15, John xii. 10. Hammond assures us, that 
his was an acclamation, which the Jews 
used in the feast of their ‘Tabernacles, not 
only in remembrance of their fast celiver- 
ance from Egypt, but in hopes, likewise, of 
a future one, by the coming of the Messiah. 
Now the reason why the acclamations, up- 
on this occasion, rather in these words, 
tlian in the common form of, “ long Live 
the king, &c2’ was, because in the charac- 
ter, which the prophet gives of the Messiah, 
he is called a Saviour, or one bringing sal- 
vation tothem. Zech. ix. 9. Therefore to 
shew the excellency of this above all other 
kings, the people address in werds taken 
from the Psalmist, “ help us now, O Lord, 
send us now prosperitys” Psacexvii. 25. 
But because Hosanna is likewise a form of 
blessing, and in the iruuguration of princes 
people are always pleased with the rightful 
succession 3 hence they subjoin Hosanna 
to the Son of David. Now because God 
promised the Jewish nation a king descend- 
ed from that royal line: therefore they 
continue their good wishes, * Blessed be he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord 3”— 
and because it is natural for men in such 
transports to repeat their joyful acclama- 
tions, even as if they desired them to reach 
heaven, equally with the earth ; they hence 
add, “ Iosanna in the highest.” 
Dicr. Breuer. 





HYPOCRITE. 
Iypocrite is a Word,which comes from 





is a form of | 


the Greek word, Hypocrites, and signifies 
| one, who feigns to be, what he is not - and 
al nelly f - sa 9 allf 
is generally applied to those, who assume 
the appearances of virtue and = relig 
without having any thing of reality 
ther. Our Saviour frequently accuse 
t harisces of hypocrisy, sce Matt. xxjj 
| 14. &e. &e. 


ion, 
IN ej. 
d the 
I, l3, 


REMARKS, 
| Hypocrisy not only, fora time, may de. 
ceive men 3 but, by habit, it deceives tho 
person himself ; and being deceived, inthis 
way, there are none so blinded, or hard to 
be reclaimed. 

When a person has become a real, Paint. 
ed hypocrite, his case is dreadful he is 
neither moved by love or fear. — Peipe 
righteous, in his own estimation, he beecjies 
proof against all the arrows of conviction - 
denunciations of wrath, against others asp 
fulminated from his mouth, and persecution, 
with all its horrid 
hands. 

We must remember, that hypocrites have 
been the leaders in all persecutions. Whit 
field observed, that in all persecutions.there 
had ever been an high-priest at the head. 

Hypocrisy, though it may deccive men, 
can never deceive our Maker 3 and it js 
certain that nothing in men was so _hichly 
criminated by our Saviour, nor can any 
thing be more detestable in the sicht of 
God. It is a hte in itself; itis that abom- 
ination that maketh a lie ; it) encenders 
pride, and is universally at war with every 
principle of humility and true religion. 0 
let hypocrites fear and tremble: their hope 
must perish, it will be like the giving vp of 
ihe Ghost.—LEprver. 


t 


train, is found in his 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Pure religion and undefiled before God 
and the Pather,is this, to visit the fath- 
erless and the widows in their affiction, 
and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world. James i. 27. 

| Continues fiom pare 293 
Without fear of contradiction, I shall still 





contend, that all who support the doctrine 
of election and reprobation, or partial salva- 
tion, and thereby limit the goodness of the 
Holy One of Israel,and “ teach for doctrine 
the commandments and traditions of men,” 
are as much opposed to pure and undefiled 
religion, as the Scribes and Pharisees were 
in the days of Christ and his apostis— 
the ery then was and now is, “ stand by thy- 
self, come not nigh me, for I am helier than 
thou.” Spurious religion or false doctrine, 
always have produced discord and conten- 
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tion, not only between different sects, but 
between those of the same household of 
faith; it destroys social and domestic happi- 
ness, it blunts, and may [ not say, with pro- 
priety,that it almost entirely eradicates from 
the bosom those soft and tender passions of 
sincere love and affection, which are so high- 
Jy necessary for the general good and hap- 
piness of all. In order to ascertain some of 
the dreadful effects which false doctrines 
have had on community, for many centuries 
past, it is only necessary te turn over a few 
pages of history, to learn that rivers of blood 
have been shed on account of religious dis- 
putes. Parent’s hands have not only been 
inbrued in the blood of their tender and un- 
oleading offspring, but in the blood of each 
other. Others who presumed to call in ques- 
tion the genuineness of their religion, were 
burned at the stake, broken on the wheel, 
drowned, &c. and at the same time the lead- 
ers (while worshipping the beast and his 
image,) professed to be the humble follow- 
ers of the meek and lowly Jesus,and preach- 
ers of his glorious gospel. 

Valse doctrines require of us to believe, 
that God neither loves his enemies, nor in- 
tends ever to forgive those that trespass a- 
gainst him, (yet he requires of his poor de- 
luded children so to do), but will torment 
them in fire and brimstone as long as he ex- 
ists. 

Kind reader, can you believe that the 
God of all grace, requires of us not only to 
love our enemies,but to pray for and forgive 
them all their trespasses against us; does 
he require of us to be more affectionate and 
merciful than himself, or recommend to us 
2 course ef conduct more virtuous and god- 
like than that which he practises himself. 
Most assuredly he does not, and blessed be 
the God and Father of the spirits of all flesh, 
the rs of ignorance, superstition, and 
bigotry are fast falling off, and the glorious 
truths revealed in the gospel of the blessed 
God, are now extending far and wide thro’ 
the earth, and prejudice, that bitter enemy 
to free investigation of truti: has lost its in- 
fluence, over the minds of vast numbers of 
the most sensible and best informed people, 
who now view Jehovah as a being of strict 
impartial justice, as well as infinite goodness 
and benevolence. 

“Good when he gives supremely good 5 

Nor less when he denies 3 

Even crosses, from his sov’reign hand, 

Are blessings in disguise.” 





+ 
fe ite 


“ All worship,which is dietated,by modes 








and forms, as inventions of men, is opposed | 


The Father secketh 
such to worship him, who worship him in 
spirit and in truth.” Nothing suits the car- 
nal mind better than religion ; but it must 
be a child of her own, and must look just 
like herself. The carnal mind being the 
hot bed where all the roots of bitterness 
grow which trouble mankind, we ought to 
look there, for the foundation of all that re- 
ligion which bears the features of the ser- 
vent. Pride is the most predominant char- 
acteristic of a fleshly mind, its religion dic- 
tates to look with contempt on those who 
are not of the same mode of faith, who do 
not subscribe to the same articles of belief, 
and are not called by the same denvinina- 
tion. It dictates to give thanks for not be- 
ing like others; it boasts of having * bourne 
the burthen in the heat of the d: ry,” and dic 
tates to “ expect more than others rec ‘ive? 
See Ballou on Atonement, p. 50. 
(To be concluded in our next. 


tothe true worship. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 

To the Rev. M. P. 
Sin— 

On Sunday the 12th inst. you favored 
your flock, at the Presbyterian mectine 
house in this village, with your definition of 
the Parable of the Wheat and ares, as re- 
corded in the 15th chapter of Matihew. I 
am obliged, upon a careful exaw ination of 
that Parable,to disseut in opinion from you, 
touching its meaning; and, as | presume 
you will have no objection s to si atisfying my 
do: bis, if in your power, [ take the liber ty 
of poqnents ng you to solve, for me, the fol- 
lowing objections to your definition, which 
have presente ‘d themselves to my mind, on 
comparing your remarks with the sacred 
text. 

If T understood you rig atly, you heliceve 
that the Wheat spoken of mears such men 
as will finally be saved, and the Taressuch 
men as will at last, (as yousupposc ) be con- 
signed to endless punishment. Now, ac- 
cording to this, the man who sowed good 
seed in his field, must be “the Man Christ 
Jesus 3” and the seed he sowed, was right- 
eous men. Then, on the other hand, his 
(the man’s) enemy that came and “sowed 
Tares among the Wheat,and went his way” 
must be the Devil, and the Tares sowed 
can be no other than wicked men. Here 
several objections present themselves :— 
Firstly, it appears that Christ was the own- 
er of the earth, (he ‘sowed good seed in HIS 
field,’ which is this earth, accordin to this 
definition) and that he put upon it all the 


i. _ "D&T 
Savuier, of Bullalo 
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righteous people ; and then, while these 
were asleep, all of them, the Devil embrac- 
ed the opportunity to sow ‘Lares, 7. e. to put 
upon the earth wicked men, among the 
righteous. 

“{ wish to be told, Mr. Squier, (and as a 
christian and teacher, you are certainly 
bound to answer me,) whether you suppose 
the Devil is the creator of all the wicked ? 
If he is, they ave his; and having always 
done his will, are deserving of much credit 


for their faithfulness to their parent, the au- | 


thor of their existence. 

¥n admitting this view of the subject you 
readily see that no wrong has been done by 
the wicked, and very little by their Father 


Satan. ‘The Devil undoubted!y hada right | 


to create human beings, if he could, and the 
only impropriety of which he has been guil- 
ty is that of putting them when finished,up- 
on lands that belonged to another creator ! 
As to the people themselves, they had no 
cheice, but were put here by their Father 
and left without the means of getting off. 

Should he see fit hereatter to remove them 
and to pay damages tothe owner of the soil, 
there will be an equitable adjustment of the 
whole affair. 

You will observe, sir,that your definition 
of the text leads to all these absurdities ;— 
amd to them must be added the conclusion 
flowing from your premises, that the 
Devil has <reated many more human beings 
then Deity himself! For you believe, if I 
understand you aright, that a large majority 
of the human family will be endlessly mis- 
erable—of course, they, being Tares, are 
the children of the Devil, and were made 
by him. 

There is another view of this subject 
which it seems proper to advert to here.— 
"Fhe Saviour of men, whenupon earth, told 
us he came not to call the righteous but sinners 
to repentance. The question here presents 
what had Christ to do, properly speaking, 
with beings created by Satan? Was hein 
the line of his duty, when he attempted to 
seduce those beings from allegiance and du- 
ty to their creator? I know the Devil is 
said to do this, but I also know, that he is 
often much blamed for so doing 3 and, as | 





—-— 


‘Deity who would suspect him of such a 
‘impclitic measure. . 
_ [did intend, sir, when I commence this 
‘address to you,to close it with the definition 
|which Universalists put upon this Paral}e 
in order to show you that we do not ey), 
demn your reading without offering a sy), 
stitute; but [ have already extended mny ye, 
marks to such a length that I must oi; it 
entirely, as it would trespass too muc} yp. 
on the space allotted to variety in this pa 
per. I will, however, refer you to “ Py. 
| lou’s Notes on the Purchles of the Now 
pot ; , 

| Festament,” where yeu w ill see, at ONCE, 
ithe meaning Universalists suppose the tey 
‘tobear. The book, should you not happen 
to possess it, you will have no difficulty jy, 
obtaining it, as it is in the hands of alos: 
every Universalist in this village, any oye 
of whom will gladly loan it to you for this 
purpose, See page 67, third edition,is.), 

As I doubt not that you will favor me 
with an answer, (which common civilty, as 
well as every christian duty forbids you to 
refuse), I have requested the editor of this 
paper to give place to your reply 3 aad he 
assures me he will do so with the greatest plea- 
sure. IT shall wast, therefore, anxiously for 
the next Advocate, to solve the difficulties 
under which [ at present labor, touching the 
Parable of the Wheat and ‘Tares. 

I am, sir, yours, &c. 
HI. 

Buffalo, Oct. 14, 1825. 
On the Difficulties and Discouragements, 

which attend the Study of the Scripturce, 

BY BISHOP HARE. 





(Continued from page 282.) 

My 2d argument then is this, that a pain- 
ful, exact, impartial study of the scriptures, 
will, by some, be thought not only to do no 
good, but also a great deal of hurt, both to 
the public and to yourself. 

First.—It will do hurt to the public.—It 
will disturb the peace of the church, and 
that cannot but have a malignant influence 
on the state. 

It is certain that disputes in the churck 
disturb the peace of it 3 and it is as cer- 








° ° ° ° a ° 
think, with much justice. Once more. If tain these disputes have been as generally 
Tares are wicked men, and Christ could /raised by men pretending to a superior 


convert these Tares into Wheat, which is 


knowledge of the scriptures, and to discov- 


rie'iteous men, why in the name of common : cries that have escaped others. The scrip- 


senses, should these ‘Tares be burned ?  [s 
it best to burn that which may be made us*- 
ful ? Would our heavenly Father eyer be 
guilty of soabsurd an act? That person 


‘tures have always been made this use of by 
‘the heretics of old ; and it is the character 
of the great heretics of this and the lastage, 


who have set up for a free and impartial 


must have very strange conceptions of the | search into the literal sense of the Scrip- 


4 














ee ee 


Sut with oh success ? They hi have purch- 
ased their pretended knowledge of the 
scriptures at the expense of their reputa- 
tion, and their study has destroyed their 
orthodoxy. And were not their books and 
opinions ‘carefully suppressed, and _ their 
persons rendered odious to the people, who 
knows what disturbances they might have 
created to the church ? On the other hand, 
the peace the church has enjoyed for many 
years, among its own members, seems to be 
owing to no one thing more, than to a gen- 
cral neglect of this study ; and the dangers, 
that at present threaten its tranquility, come 
wholly from men who have endeavored to 
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evive a study that has so often proved per- , 


nicious to its peace. 


—_—-— 


Nor can it well be otherwise; for what : 
security has a man that sets out in this way; | 


that attempts to study the scriptures in a 
free and impartial manner, laying aside all 


prepossessions and previous notions, resolv- | 


ing to see with his own eyes, and judge for | 


himself, and to believe nothing that he is 
not, upon his own search,conv inced is clear- 
ly contained within them ? What security 
has such a man, that he shall not fall into 
some opinions that have been already con- 
demned as erroneous and heretical, or who 
may interfere with those that are common- 
ly received ; 
diately strike at any fundamental point, yet 
will be thought to do so; and may havea 
tendency to put scruples into weak minds, 
and to disturb the peace of the church, by 
raising doubts abouth the meaning or truth 
of some articles, or by asserting that an 
explicit belief of them is not necessary ?— 
It is so natural for curious and inquisitive 
minds to deviate from the common road,and 
the examples aie so many, that it is odds 
but to do so too, unless you have more lead 


; 


which, if they do not imme-' 


in your constitution, or a more refined un-. 


derstanding, than any curious man ever 
had yet ; otherwise you cannot be sure, 
that you shall not study yourselfinto doubts 
at least, if not into opposite opinions con- 
cerning some received notions. You will 
doubt perhaps of the authority or author of 
some canonical book, and think perhaps 
that some passages are interpolated, or that 
some celebrated texts are not genuine, or 
should be otherwise read, or have not been 
rightly understood, or do not prove the 
paint ‘they are commonly brought to. You 
may fall into notions that will be thought 
tending to Arianism, or the like ; youmay 
reject arguments broucht from the Old Tes- 


tgment, to prove the trinity, as trifling, and : 





o 
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proving nothing but the ignorance of those 
that make use of them. You m: W think a 
prophecy has a literal meaning, where com- 
monly the mystical is thought the only one. 

You may think that many texts in the New 
Testament, whichare strong against the 
Socinians, do not prove against the Arian 


notion. That the title, Son of God, has 
not always one uniform meaning in the gos 


pel; and that that single expression, of it- / 
self, is no proof of any thing in God analo- 
gous to generation in men. ‘That the idei:- 
tical consubstantiality of the Son, the etre 
nal procession of the Spirit, and many oth- 
er notions relating to the trinity, thdugh 
they may be true in themselves, are mot so 
in virtue of the texts alleged for them.— 
These notions learned men have ta!len into; 
and from thence it is to be presumed, you 
will not easily keep clear of them. 1 choose 
to instance chiefly in matiers relatin;: tothe 
trinity, because it is the controversy now on 
foot; but the like may be said ¢©n many 
other articles ; in each of which the truth 
is but one, but the errors infin'te ; aud there 
is hardly any notion, with respect to any of 
them, which some learned man, by _follow- 
ing his own private judgment, instead of 
taking the doctrine ef the church for his 
guide, has not fallen into. 

Now, if you should study 3 yourself into 
any new opinions, or into old ones that have 
been condemned, what will you do 2? Will 
you keep them to yourself or publish them? 
Or shall I rather say, it is no question. ‘The 
authors of new notions are apt to be very 
fond of them; they think it batbarous and 
cruel, to stifle the infant in its birth. There 
is a secret pleasure in singularity ; to diff- 
er from the vulgar is, in appearance, to be 
above them 3; and to be distinguished from 
the herd, is too great a temptation to be ea- 
sily resisted. But, had you prudence e- 
nough to govern your ambition, conscience 
may come in here, and make you do what 
ambition could not. The truths you think 
you have discovered, either are, or will be 
thought by you, of too much importance to 
the honor of God and the good of religion, 
to be concealed. You will look on them 
as the blessings of God on your studies ;— 
and think it a capital crime to extinguish 
the light, and suppress the knowiedge he 
‘has imparted to you. In short, you will 
think yourself under the highest obligation 
not to dissemble in religious matters, and 
conceal, from the church of God, opinions 
which you are convinced are not only 
true, but of great service to it. Let me 
then conclude, that the novel or revived o- 
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pinions, which your study leads you into, 
will be published to the world ; what now 
will be the con equeace ? Certain mischief. 

but no certain good at all. No good, I say; 
for possibly your notions may be wrong, or 
not of consequence ; and whether they are 
or not, the presumption against you will be 
so strong, that your notions will not be re- 
ceived, and perhaps not examined ; they 
,will be condemned as novel notions, or ex- 
: loded ones 5 and, whatever you advance, 
it\will be thought a certain proof of its be 

ofno consequence, that in so many a- 
it has never been received. There is 
no rom therefore to expect, that what you 
advamce should be received, or do any 
But the mischief is sure and certain; 
raise scruples in weak, unstable | 







ing 
ges 





good. 
it’ wil 
minds,| sap the foundations of the orthodox 
faith, and give a handle to sceptical men ; 
who, because some things are called into 
doubt ‘thouch incidental matters only, anc 
of little RemSeqENee ) will think they have 
a right from thence to question every thing. 
Thus the church and established faith will! 
sufler by the scruples put into its friends. 
and the handle given to its enemies. And | 
when religious disputes are begun, design- 
im men know how to. intermix 
state with them 5 and then nobody gaia, 

vhere it will ul. or what mischiets it may 
do. Whereas, if you can be content to go. 
in the beaten road 3 if you will implicitly | 
submit to the rece eed notions, and humbly | 
think the judgment of the church, where it , 
is not the same, better than your own, you 
will be out of barm’s way, and neither hurt 
the church nor yourself. 


Secona ly@-l add yourself, as another 
motive that ought to have great weight with 
you in this question ; for you cannot disturb 
the peace of the church, without being. 
greatly a sufferer yourself. If you really do 
not disturb its peace, it is all one, you will | 
be interpreted to do it, and that will bring , 
on you more evils than TE would wish to my 
greatest enemy. Ina word, yeu will be 
thought a heretic 3 a term which there is a 
strange magic in, though it has no determi- 
nate meaning inthe mouth of the people, 
nor any ill meaning in itself. [t is supposed 
to include in it every thing that is bad 5 
makes every thing appear edious and de- 
formed ; it dissolves all friendships, extin- 
uishes all former kind sentiments, however 
just and well deserved 5 and, from the time 
a man is deemed a heretic, itis charity to 
actagainst all rules of charity; and, the 





more they violate the laws of Ged in deal- , 


afiairs of) : 
itu be denied. 


spiritual pride 5 





ing with him, it is, in their Opinion, doing 
God the greater service ! 

‘hat you may not think this is said at 
random, purely to trighten you into a com- 
pliance with me; let me desire you to con- 
sider secanany the natural Consequences of 
being under the imputation of heresy. And 
tiie iurst L would observe is, that, irom the 
moment your people have this opinon of 
you, you are lucapacitated from Working 
much good upon tic 3 and that, Lam sure, 
sO good a@ ma as you —_ must think to be 
a great evil, Wale they think you ortho- 
dox, your virtuous 2nd moiiensive belay. 
jour, your strict souriiy aud temperance, 
your atiable and Jamiliar manner ol COnVers- 
ing wiih them, your generous and charita- 
bie regard to these Wilu are sick of in dis- 
tress 5 tivse good qualities, joitied to your 
plain aud casy, but alicciiwitale aud moving 
manner Of MistPUCliNy ticity, ilave a bilcaty 
intlue avy ‘yu 
pole ase 3 
tate your good Cxanipie 3 Your Viiit us code 
duct is a Cunstai, a taedi, 
wuen they co atitss 5 ihe 
is a iecture of virtue iv Uc 3 aia ile lnilue 
euce you have alre ad) 


and you May icad tae as you 


thicy aduure and endcavoi to Litile 


lalwuu bepreol 


Very, >». lil ol You 


iain the inttic ume 
you have been among them, is tov visible 
bill, iromt Uie time you are 
calied heretic, mucu oi tae coud, you could 
have doue, is at an end. 
i fore had a seeret veneration of you, think it 
i their duty to defame and mjure yous; your 
‘virtue they call hypocrisy, your humility 
they look on you as an a- 
bandoned wretch; that God has withdrawn 
his grace, and that the deviiis at the bottom 
of all you have been dome 5 that nothing 
can better testily their orthoduxy, tan to 
throw olf all regard both to your doctrine 
and example 3 and, tor fear they  stiould 
seem to be infected with your errors, they 


fiiosc, Who be- 


‘will return to the vices you had persuaded 


thei to leave 5 and, for the future, will take 
effectual care not to be the better for you. 
Nobody can do much good, whom the 
people do not think a good man 3 and that 
cannot be expected,when so much reproach 
and infamy will, right or wrong be heaped 
on you, if you do not continue orthodox... 
And this you cannot doubt, if you will but 
reflect on what passes under your own eyes; 
and therefore it is in vain to faney your vir- 
tue will protect you. No, the mast conspic- 
uous virtue will not be believed. If you are 
guilty of no open vices, secret ones will be 
imputed to you; your inquiries will be call- 
ed vain, curious and forbidden studies... 
Pride and ambition will be said to be the se- 
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cret springs of them; a search after truth 
will be called a love of novelty ; the doubt- 
ing of a single text will be a scepticism 3 the 
denial of an argument, a renouncing of the 
faith. ‘To say what the scriptures have 
said, and in the very same words too, if not 


explained in the common way, will be blas-' 


phemy 3 and'the most sincere concern for the 
honor of Almighty God, you connot be sure 


will not be interpreted downright atheism. | 


Every thing you say, or do, will have a 
wrong turn given it. A slip of memory 
will be made wilful prevarication 5 a mis- 
take in a citation shall be forgery and cor- 
ruption: an error, in an incidental point of 
learning, shall be good proof that you know 
nothing. Every inaccurate expression shall 
be pressed into a crime 3 any little warmth 
of temper shall be aggravated into pride,and 
positiveness into a contempt of authority 
and ill manners. In short, all the indis- 
cretions of a man’s former life, shall be rip- 
ped up, and nothing forgiven, that can be 
remembered or strained to his disadvantage. 
And where is the man that can be fond of 
such usage ? For my part, | am free to de- 
clare, Lam afraid tshould not have virtue 
or courage enough to undergo the fiery tri- 
al. 

Now all this a man will draw upon him- 
self, that brings himself under the impu- 
tation of heresy. Whereas the oxthodox 
man lives quiet and at ease, unmolested and 
unenvied. His faults (and who has not 
some !) shall be extenuated or excused, if 
not quite buricd in oblivion ; his want of 
temper shall be a commendable zeal ; his 
indiscretion, good nature ; his mistakes 
shall be imputed to haste or inadvertency ; 
and, when they cannot be defended, it will 
be regarded in his favor, that the greatest 
men sometimes err, and the writers of the 
first rank are not always in the right 5 or 
perhapsa mistake shall turn to his advan- 
taze 3 it will be shown to be an error on the 
richt side, and that a good cause drew him 
into it. Ilis learning, on the other hand, 
shall be magnified beyond measure 3, every 
body wil: be full of his good qualities, and 
his virtues shall be set in the best light to 
show themselves and cover his faults. Ina 
word, orthodoxy attones for all vices, and 
heresy extinguishes all virtues. That this 
is nothing but the bare truth, I appeal to 
What youevery day hear and see yourself. 





The Lord hath made bare his holy arm 
i the eyes of all the nations ; and all the 


| From the Religious Inquirer. 

The general Convention of Universalists, 
‘convened in Clinton, township of Paris, 
((N. Y )on the 17th and 18th ult. The 
council was formed by choosing Br. A. Kuce- 
land, Moderator. brs. R. Carrique, and 
N. Stacy, Clerks. ‘There were vninry- 
“Four Ministers present, and a numerous 
delegation irom the various societies. Two 
new societies were received into fellowship, 
and an Association recently formed in 
the western part of Massachusetts called 
ithe “ FRANKLIN AssociATIon.” Three 
| young brethren of promising talents, receiv- 

ed the approbation of the Convention to la- 
bor in the vineyard of the Gospel, and were 
acknowledged as brethren, possessing pre- 
cious faith, and worthy of confidence as 
Ministers of the grace of God; and one, 
Br. King, of Hudson, was ordained, as an 
evangelist to bear the glad tidings of ever- 
lasting life and peace to the ransomed of 
the Lord, according to the divine purposes 
of Him, who will have ail men to be saved, 
and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth. 

Seven discourses were delivered on the 
occasion by Brs. C. G. Parsons, R. Carrique, 
P. Morse, J. Flagler, A. Kneeland, il. bal- 
lou and P. Dean. ‘The audieuce was nu- 
merous being estimated at more than THREE 
THOUSAND. ‘Lhe services were rendered 
solemn, and divinely animating by a most 
excellent choir of singers led by Mir. San- 
ger, who displayed much judgment, taste 
and devotional fecling in the selection of 
the tunes used on the occasion, which were 
performed in a style rarely excelled, and 
very seldom equalled. 

‘Phe committees appointed the last year 
to visit the several associations in fellow- 
ship with the Convention, made the most 
pleasing reports of the progress of the rruTH 
in the several sections of our happy country 
in which they are located. The relations 
of the prosperity of zion in the East and 
West were such as evinced the wender 
working power of the spirit of God, in slay- 
ing the enmity, removing the prejudices, o- 
pening the eyes of the blind and delivering 
the captive who had long been bound with 
the galling chains of bigotry, and bowed 
down with the unhallowed power of ecclesi- 
astical tyranny. ‘Thousands and tens of 
thousands are rejoicing in the goodness of 
Almighty God, and their numbers are dai- 
ly increasing 3 the servants of the Lord had 
great cause for congratulation and joy, and 





ends of the earth shall see the salvation of | 
our God. 


with the most pleasing sensations could a- 
dopt the poetical expressions of a brother. , 
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In thy wide fields and vineyards Lord, 
We've toil’d and wrought with watchful care 
The wheat doth flourish by the word, 

And love consumes the choaking tare. 


The reapers cry, thy fields are white, 
And ready to be gathered in; 
The lab’rer shouts with sweet delight 
This is the day to finish sin. 


The intelligence, received frota different 
paris extending far and wide over this por- 
tion of Ged’s heritage, evinced to us that the 
influence of the spirit of God was not con- 
fined to a particular section or town, neith- 
er was his power to be compared to a 
cLoup, which for a while hangs suspended 
over one town and then passes to another, 
in one place sprinkling a few drops of rain, 
and in another passing over without yield- 
ing one reviving drop, thus exciting expec- 
tations, and cruelly disappointing all hope ; 
but as the dew which falls on the .ender berb 
in the still silence of night, refreshing the 
thirsty plant, so is the operation of the spir- 
it of God, as the still small voice whispering 
peace to the mind, and without noise or tu- 
mult, without the threatening aspect of a 
destructive storm, or of a dense cloud sur- 
charged with electrie fluid ready to hurl the 
thunder bolt at the devoted head of some un- 
happy being groping in darkness, it wins 
the heart to God by moulding it into the di- 
vine image, which is love; chaces away the 
darkness that obscured the mental vision ; 
and brings man to the knowledge of that 
truth that maketh free. 


We behold the advancement of God's u-| 


niversal love as Moses described it, when 
he said—* My doctrine shall drop as the 
rain: my speech shall distil as the dew, as 
the small rain upon the tender herb, and as 
the showers upon the grass.”—On this hea- 
venly doctrine must the celebrated poet 
Watts have had his eye when he wrote the 
following inimitable lines. 


As showers on meadows newly mown, 
Jesus shall send his blessings down ; 
Crowned with whose life-infusing drops, 
Earth shall renew her blissful crops. 


Hands, that beneath a burning sky, 
Have long been desolate and dry, 
‘Viv effusions of his love shall share 
(nd sudden greens and herbage wear. 


The dews and rains, in all their store 
Drenching the pasture o’er and o’er, 
Are not so copious as that grace, 

Which sanctifics and saves our race. 








ee a 
While then others rejoice while they be- 
held a small cloud, passing slowly along, 
resting for a short time on this place or on 
that, and from whence falls only here and 
there a drop of water to refresh the thirsty 
earth or revive the drooping dying plant, 
what great cause of rejoicing is presented ty 
the Universalist when he beholds the copi- 
ous showers of divine grace extending from 





| Maine to Georgia, and trom the shores of 
the Atlantic moving o’er the mountains of 
| the west co-extensive with civilization, and 
cultivation of the soil. We will then say to 
our brethren, rejoice in the Lord and be ex- 
ceeding glad, great is His goodness, and di- 
vinely glorious his power in the salvation 
,of man; the time is come spoken of by the 
‘Prophet ; the mandate hath gone forth ;— 
the word is to Zion, “ Enlarge the place of 
, thy tent, and let them stretch forth the cur- 
i tains of their habitations ; spare not, length- 
en thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes ;— 
{for thou shalt break forth on the right hand 
‘and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit 
‘the gentiles, and make the desolate cities to 
be inhabited.” Once more we say, great 
‘is our cause for rejoicing, and adopt the 
language of the poet : 


Jet Zion and her sons rejoice : 
Behold the promised hour : 

fer God hath heard her mourning voice, 
And will exalt his power. 





Cast thy bread upon the waters : for thou 
shalt find it after many days. 

Give a portion to seven and also to eight, 
for thou knowest not what evil shall be up- 
'on the earth, 

Lay not wait, O wicked man, against the 
dwelling of the righteous : spoil not his res- 
ting place. 

Who can say, I have made my heart 
clean, I am pure from sin. 





To Parnons. 

Every Subscriber to this Paper, who may 
wish to continue to take it for the 2d vol- 
ume, is desired to give information of such 
intention to the Post Master, where he may 
receive the paper, on or before the Ist day 
of December next ; and very nuch oblige 

Tue Eprror. 

October 17, 1828. 
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